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LEM HIGGINS .......esee. CHARACTaR OLD Mad 
tad OREN ceaeeee eee eneee Laad 


TOBY @enaesoaneaseeae en eaene a4 @ COMEDY ! 
AMY CIAY .........-.+- SOUBREDDE LEAD 

LaURA DODGE ......... INGHNUE HAVE 

MaMIZ HIGGINS ........ CHARACTER OLD WdiaN om 


Pepe | SETTING 


~ 


The interior of the Wiggins Term house. Very plain but 


_ Big dining room teble and six chairs. Doors I. and 





— 
| 
PROPS 
Dining room table | 
— —— ti (ts | 
a a Piates..and knives and forks for six 
- ee _ URES chicken | =< 
| Dumny hog brains — 
3 le, Recathorn | 
) ie | Louded letter 


- glép stick. 
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MAMI 8 | = ed 
(SNTERB WITH SOfi DISHES AND BUGINSTO. SET THa TABLE) (SINGS ) oh Vie 
~ home in heaven on high. (GOES OVER 70D. R.) Lem! Lem Higgins. _ 


‘. : 


oo 


+ Lill 
‘  (SNTsRS R.) What be you wantin! lia? 


MaMT i 
tT want you to go down in the cellar and get the butter and jar of preserve 


Lawsakes I've got more work to do than I can teke care of. 


7A 


Now what in the atarnation is the use of goin’ to ga much fuss and bother 
over « bunch of city duées that'll come down here and maybe be too durn 
stuck up to eat. 
LiaMiT & 

Now you don't know what they'll be like ; at least they can't say that I 
didn't set a good table for them, (SINGS) "Oh there's « home in heaven 
on high." 7 


By George, Ma, the way you're singin' one would thinx you wes happy cause 
them city folks are comin' to take Baht little amy away from us. 


MAMIZ 
of course I'm glad. The poor little girl is going to get to have fine 
clothes, and live in 4 rich homenand get to be a lady. Who wouldn't be 
happy? —(AUY LaUGHS OFF STAGE) Listen at her laughing. The poor girt is 
beside herself with excitement. I must see if she's all clean and spic 
and gpan looking. I wouldn't want them people to think I didn't keep her 





~ right. Amy. Amy! Come in here a minute . (AMY “NTIRS R. ON TH RUN) 
AMY : 
ee don't you throw that tomato at me? (RUNS AROUND THE ROOM FOLLOWED B 
as TOBY 


Durn—you socked me One. Now I'm gonné hit you. Comes on now let me. 


a ‘MAMIZ a ees 
Toby you leave her alone. dhat in the would * Ss coming off here? AMY , 
de you want to get yourseli all dirty so you'll loox Like « tramp when 
‘then city folks come to take you. 


Oh, I--I dm't cere. Honest lirs. Higgins I really wish they weren't 
eomihng. It's going to be hard to leave this old farm, and go to the city 
a and learn all over ce I'd just rather be your hired girl than a rich 
E aee. if aa ask me? . | F 


* 






1 Oh. you'll get all of hd Silly notions out of your head when you: pee a | 
= the fine things thet they gan give you. [awsakes when { adopted you at — 
- Pima the orphanage [ never knew that you were going to turn out to be related 
= “tos a rieh man. ; 
rae 2 x | — oe 3 
~~ | 3 st 1 don! t undérs taad sbout them relations of mine. That letter we. & 
oe ao ees Was Yelated to Colonel sngram of Newport, but it don ay 
as ae = Or my * Saeme ead was. 
, == ~ 9 ae 3 = “ - 
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TOBY | — J —— 
Gosh, umy, Maybe you aint never hed.-no iether or mother--maybe 5 _ | 
= hetched out of « chicken egg oF Bone thing. 2 eee 





I Oh @@by, you've just as crazy as you look. It's: no joking matter tor 4 
| girl not to have a father and « mother. You Bw@ bucky. You've got a 
lovely mother and a wonderful father. ‘ 


TOBY | 
I don't Know whether I heve or not. @henever I deo something wrong mom 


| says I aint no child of hers, And jG pend pagagaga jLjdpgagapephjngiageagajwhy J 

. | out I'm &@ son of my father, and tnoen when Jido something good why I aint 

no child of my feather, I'm her boy. iI guess if I'd be good and bad at. 
the seme time I wouldn't be no body's child. | 


LEM : 
Oh, POby, quit yer durn chattering and go out and get that Ford. I expect 
you'll have to go down to the station to drive them city folks here to 
the farm, 
| | cy 
Durn it Pa something's wrong with that Pom of ours. I think it's got the 
| croupe. It jerks and jumps and sputters and won't start half the time. 


Ll a ’ 
Oh that durn Pord aint no good. Inguess you'll have to hitch up the Quiggy 
horse and buggy. I eint never been satisiied With that Ford sinee we've 


hed it-. Durn new fungled contraptions. 

| TOBY 

a aw gosh pa, that Ford's all right now, only we ought to get one of them 
i new ones. We've had this one long enough. 

F Lal 5 
ie Nothing doing. When thet For waars out there ‘ll not be no more on the 
| place. I was reading in the newspaper where a mun said thet Phe ord “ 
af sutouobile had taken more people to hell than any other car, «and that's 
i where that Ford of yours will take you--- t 
By You durn right it will and it'll bring me back ugain too by gum. You aint 
i. gonne knock my car. Just for thet I'll go put and geta piece ®r bailing | 

wire and fix the darn thing and drivé then city iolks back to the darm ~~ 
. fromthe station. 
, MaMz : 
ee All right, Toby, go on. The train is in tiftteen minutes. gee it you es 
f get them back in time go my dinner won't be cil cold. 7 
4 | is 
| TOBY 4 
b. Gosh, Ma, what are yeu going to have to eat. Cant have # little taste ~— 
right now? | . i 
: eS. ven Sa | 
ie: = WaAwr eg = a 
pe Wo, you can't. all you do is eat. I don ‘t think I*llL even let you sit 


at the same table with us when ‘any's folks get here, You can wait until 





1 efter we get through. — 

. a —* popy ee ee 
— pee thin! = = 2% 
Nothin’ doin'. Shucks there won't be nothin' left for me to — 
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ne ee ‘ 
jell, I'll see about it. But you go get thet car and get starts 

and you come with me, Pa. I wa nt you to help mé tae the chicken aaa 

the oven. Bow, Amy, don't let Toby muss you up. Come on, pa. (THEY axiT™ 


i] 
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i OBY 
Gosh, Amy, are you glad that you're gonna get to go? 


aliY 
Oh I don't know, cole T* just can't figure it out. [It all seems so sudde: 
It seems like only yesterdsey I wes just an opphan girl adopted by your good 
felks, and working like a hired girl for them. Now these city people are 
coming---things are changed. JI don't know whether to laugh or to cry or 
what. I'm just undecided. 


TBOY | 
sorte like a chicken goin' to lay her first egg, huh? You know, amy, you 
ung me been sorte good friends ever since we wes kids, aint we? You Know I 
sorta thought that _ when we growed up we'd get together and get marria 


a 

ally . 
Well, i'm arreid that would never be, Toby. I--I don't know whether ['1l 
ever get married. . 


PEAY 
Gosh, you ougot to get married some time. [I suppose you're gonnée Wait 
till you get to the city ani then marry some rich dude. 
ee oie se | 
OH I don't Know. Sbme day maybel'1l find the men who is just my ideal. 
Did you know last nignt [ had & d¥eam uebdut a man, 


¥ TOBY 


Did you? ‘jhet did you dream? 


I dreamed last night that the handsouest man in the world proposed to me. 


TOBY 


— — a — s 
Seal 


ae 


What d@id ZI say? 
Wy — 

Oh it wasn't you. it wasn't contin that eoked like youe It was 

somebody that I had never seen before. Maybe I'll meet him soon. You 

know ffeby that fortune teller who was with the Cricus told me that 

something big was coming into my life. (LAUGHS AND SXITS IL.) 


TOBY | 
Yeah, and the next day ane lepbant almost stepped on ya. Gosh I'll sure 
miss Amy when she goes away. (SIMBLLS) Om boy mom sure is cookin' soane- 
thin' good and I'm swe hungry. [I hope them city fol<s aint got no 
appetite when they get hers, causs then there '1l be more left for me to 
eat. (EXITS R.) 
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2S AK FS 2k EB 2S AIS 2 OK OK OK OK 


Malis 
GNYERS WITH BEM) Landsekes pea I wonder what's the matter? Toby hasn't 
got here with them city foiks. and it's way past train time. 
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tell what he's gonna do when he drives that oar. 


(SNTERS L.) Hasn't Poby gotten buck yet? 


MAMIE | | 
No, and I'm so worried. That boy is going to be the killing of me yet. 
(HORN OFF ST4GH AND NOISE) | 


There's Toby coming into the yard. (LOUD N.1SH aND THN QUINT) But there 
isn't any one with him. They didn't come. 


| QOBY 
(SN?sRS R.) The gold durn city folks told me I couldn't beat ‘om in my 
Ford. I showed ‘em. 


Tide 
Toby, what are you telking about? dhere are the city folks? 


TOBY : 
Oh they came in their own car. It's some kina of a big car with a high 
Soundin' name. Iwmet ‘em up the road, and they wanted to race me. Here 
they come now. (GOS TO DOOR.) Gome on in here. This is the place, 


BaD 
(SNTEBRS WITH LaURa) Come on, Ieura. This is the place. (THEY ENTER) Well, 


my boy, we've got to give you credit your Ford certainly beat my care Tf 
Mever thought it could do it. 

| POBY 
Listen, boy, that Fori of mine is a Lolapaloozers They aint nothin’ can 
peat it. 


THD 
Why I never saw a car go so fast in ny life. 
TOBY = 
Shoot you aint seen no speed yet. wait till you see me rm that car in 
_ high. ae 
TED — 
In high? re 
TOBY ail 


Heck yes. I couldn't get the dern thing out of low, | 


Oh, Toby, quit your talking and let somebody get a word in edgeways. 
Now, tolks, I'm mighty happy to welcome you to mr farm, and here is the 
little girl that you heave come to see, We all hete to see her go, out 
we koow that it is for the best. 


oe LAURA 
(LOOKING af aAlY COLDY) So this is gmy? 


Se 7. 
a 
yee, 2 Clay is the name that the guve me at the orphangge. are you 
. - rei] sure that I'm the girl you folks want to give all] your money 


—S=- 





il) 7 ' 
by ROR A 
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i i el 


a ee q 


Oh we're not exactly going to give youany money I'm airaia y: 
+ understand the circumstances. Yousee my father hes looked intoy.... 
= yecord at the Orphan asylum where you were taken, and he discovered that 


you wer3---well distantly related to him. So he uesired that you be 
trained and then brought to Newport to blossom forth a society debutente. 
As he could not get away to come down here he sent ie to see ebout your 
education you might say. 


AMY 
Oh then I eint going to have to go away from here right away? \ 


Lal Ra 
Well, not for & little while any way. I wantnto --well to be tram with 
you--i want to do a little polis hing up on your manners and so forth. 
Naturally the life which you are going into will be Very different from 
the one you have lived in at this farm. You will embark upon a soical 
career. 


TOBY | — 
Oh we have sociables here. Gosh twice every year the church has a ice- 
eream sociable, and [ eat so much that it runs out of my nose. 


oo . oe “ aa - 
Toby, hush up! Well, ma'am, if I aint too personal just what relation 
be yo--to this girl? 


LavaR a 
T-am--er--her cousin. and this geamtleman here is my. Ted Oren. 


— ee 





AMY 
Is he related to me too? 


———— = 

: Se a iad ot 
oa — a, 
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— | , 
Wo--he is engaged to me. We are to be yarried in the sell. 


Re "i 
i? 


: ——e eer ee te ” 


AMY 
Well, I'm sure glad to meet you, Cousin, and it's nice to know I've got 
Some relations. Meybe you know something about my tether and muther? De 





yor 
| ‘LAURA oe | 
T think my father will tell you something ebout them whan he sees you. 


Now if it is all the same with you peopbe, we world likes to remesif here 
awhile, that is if you have accomodations. ijy fetmr desires tha t [I 
teach ihjs girl some of the major points of culture before I bring ber 
to his home. | 

TOBY | 

. { see sorta of like making yer clean her feet before she comes into the ~ 
parlor huh? dell, Amy's good enough to go in anybody's home just lim 
she is. 


Toby} I'll ve yor pa take you to tha barn ine minute. Certeinily 
Miss, we'd be glad for you and your feller to stey here at our fer for 
awhile. iI'vs prepered a nice dinner for you, and you two can occupy 
the two upsteirs bed rooms. (0 LaURsa) You may have Toby's bedroom, 





Pe Gosh, Ma, you mean I got to sleep with her? 
: 5 - = MaM iy 1 . - 
Mercy Bakes no. yqyar4 —— 
ee ck y 
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TOBY > 
Well, 611 right, but if she's going to sleep in Wy ped room she 
to sleep with my aog. ea. 
: TEM 


foby, she']1 do no such thing. You get that dog out of thet bedroom, 
lie end ma's told you about lettin' him sleep inthe bed. He'll have it 

gofull of fleas that it'll be invested . Now you skin upstseirs and 
clean your room out. am get tmt dog out of there. 





TOBY . : 
aw gee whiz, Thet sint fair to my dog to uke him sleep soma where 
else. He's used to sleepin’ in wy bed. (TO LAURA) You don't ad Ho 
slespin' with my dog do you? He's & big German volice Dog. 





i 
Ta URA 
Mercy! I couldn't stand that. lie sleep with a agog.e The idea. 
TOBY 
Well, on the second thought mayte my é og wouldn't want to sleep with 
you either. He's kinda pertiqular himself. 


Lali 
| Toby! You get out of here. Gat up there and clean out your room. 
= urn your hide or ['ll wear you down to 4 thin Gime, (CHASES TOBY OFF 
rf L.) (2x1 7S aFTR HIM) 


E WAMIZ 
| Now you folks musnt mind that boy of mine. am [do hope tht you will 
| be eeaso Fists here. 


| 7 aD 
| @hank you. I'm sure that I'm going to like it. fhis is reelly «6 
nic @e farm. I went to be shown all over it before { leave here. 


“ 


aMY 
Oh do you really? iI--I'll be gled to show you over it. I snow every 
nook and spot on it. Maybe it sounds silly to you tolks, but when I 
thought that 1 was going to leave here, If went ell Over the farm just 
beiore you caine, und I looked at every little corner, and turn ena I 
touched each fence post and barn gate with my finger--'cause I've géwon | 
to love this old place. and now that I'm going to stay here awhile = 
longer I'm going to get to go all over it oa Yous]1 love this << 
too when you see it, Cousin 4 
Really I'm atraid T oan't enjoy such things myself. 


a a 
¥ h 
7 
_ ; 
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iuahi Tg 
Well, you folks sit down and mie you rselWes at hom. amy, if you want 
to you can come and help me with the ice cream freezer, = 


q tak 
: a ot ‘ 
lye iy we 
}; , Ly Wy 
: . 


AMY 
&ll vight, Mother diggins--i will-- (0 [RD AND LAURA) You see I call 
her mother ' cause she's the only mother thet I ever knew. I'm Sire |} 
that my mother if she had lived and I bed got to know her would have 4 
been just like she is. Well, I--I'm ewfully glad I met you, Iolks, = 
and yOUm~c ousin, and I'm glad I'm going to get to lem things, and I'm | 
giad i'n going to get to Show you over this farm jir---jir-- 
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All right lm. Ted--and [--I-- 
IAMIE 


Tendsakes come along, with me amy ‘tore you tell an arm off of then. 
(Takas sly OFF 1.0 


BaURA 
My what a chetterbox she ist 


Pa 
She's a cute little bag of tricks tho' i think don't you? 


LAU Ra 
Oh I don't know, 


TED a 
I say, lmura, you're not treating her right, You told her that you 
she was your cousin. You Mmowthet she is your siseer, and your fatier 
wanted her to Know that-- | | 


She is only my half sister. I don't care whet youssy. 1 shall never 
Tike her. I think it is disgraceful. You know that uy fatha was not 
Married to her mother. Why he should went to bring such 4 child inte 
his household is more than [ can understand, 







ca 


| TaD a i ae oP see = 
Poor kid: ft feel sorry for her. Meybe she would have been better off 
if your-futher bad never tried to find her. But then you Gannot blame 
him for having sole reeling toward herl <Atter all she is as much his 
flesh «mM blvod as you are. | 


J 
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Pleese don't talk about it. Ido not lise it at all, Tea. 


—. 


TUBY 


| ( ap RS L.) Well, I got my room a]1 cleaned out. I head « peir or dirty 


eocks, but I threw them over im & Gornmer. I gues yu won't ming them 


much, —If they gat too strong, why they'll get up and walk out. Say 1 


still cowldn't induce you to let my dog sleep with you, could I? 


oS — are “ oe 


Tshould not, boy. Whzt do you think [I em thiet-i would want to Sleep 
With « dog? oo | 


eS oe 


———_ eT L ee a 
awe E TOBY | Ss 
Shoot IkHOw an o14d lady who sleeps with Katz. re 
Who is it? 
TOBY 
Mrs. Katzi- 
- ? aD 
(TAUGHS) Phat's one on yy Laur Ge 
¢ LavRa ; 
I don't think thst's smart at all. Ithink I shell go to my foo, a 





i'm rathe ¢ tired from my trip. I mst wesh up too. I Suppose you 


S BOW . jewth room, 
= ae E 


es TOBY 
- ya aint got no bawth room. If you needed «4 bath, lady, you ou 
a took it afore you come. 





Ta RA | | 
yell, this is the limit. whet im the world do you do hers when you want 
to take a bath? 


TOBY ae 
I never went to take one, but if you Ast got to heve one real bad why I 
reakon we could let you take it in the horse trough. 


Ta URA 
Oh insidious! (SXIvTS L.) 


| TOBY 
Oh fer Gawd's sake. What a long tail our cat has got. Say, Mister, I 
like yo all right, but I'll be durnad if I like that jane that come with 
yo. She's too stuck up.. The idea of her yeiusin' to slesp With my dog 
uni wakin' him move out of his nice bed. Well, I'll tell you One thing 
she's gonna be sorry? 'Cuase that dog of mine when he sleeys in that bed 
all the fleas am wood ticks stay on him, but the minute he leaves that 
bed why them fleas stay right there, so aiter she sleeps in that bed 
tonight, she's gonna be so covered with fleas and wool ticks in the 
morming, tmt she'll be doin' « cooteh dance before preakfaste and believ: 
me it'll serve her right! (RXIUS wITH TED WHO LAUGHS UPRORIOUSLY) 


*£ee54 NUMBER THRE TWO ***** 
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(ENTERS WITH Lgl) Pa, I just can't Tigurenit out. Them city folks have 
been here two whole weeks, and that womin says that amy aint edueated 
enough yet to go to the city. | 


mT 


I think it's a lot off durn nonsense. That city gal is too high ralutin' © 
Her feller is all rigat. He wants to be «& farmer like me. Now them | 
kind of guys is the kind I like, but that other one-- 


Halil | 

Oh well, she may be one of them nervous kind of wouen, [ noticed that — 
she just seems tO be ull of the wiggles. Did you ever notiee how that 7 
@ity 2681 jumps and jerks ever once in awhile. am, ra, d9 youknow T- . 
caught her out behind the barn rubbin' her badk up against the side of 
ine barn and seratchin like an old hog rootin' for slQp. . a 


(GRINS) Maybe Toby's got something to do with that, You know he don't 
Like ter. and the rascal wouldn't stop et murdex to mke her uncomfort- 
abl 6. bt 


~ Well, I'll certainly see him about thet. You're going to have to ten 
him good. lLawsakes and the way he eats am acts at the teb&e. Don't 
you know that a child's actions reflect upon their parenis. Dear mel 
ghem city folks will t hink you ami I are heathens. agp 


Well, here come the boy. I'll give hima talking to. (POBY AT 













ON THa RUN sND TaUGHING) Toby, what the devil are you doim? | 
= “ c : ? 4 i oS ds F bs 4 | 
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TOBY 
That city gal hes got the iteh, I been tellin’ her she ought Tlie es 
something for it, and she got mad and threw a stick at me, we 
MAMIZ Ye 


Listen, Toby, you've got to stop behaving like that in front of them. 
and I want to tell you the t if you don't have more table manners at 
the table. Qyit reaching for stuff clear across the table. as& for it. 


TOBY 
Well, gee whiz! If I don't grab it it gets all et up fran me. Them 
folks hw got bigger appetites than anybody I ever seen. I wish [ 
could do sauething to make 'em lose their appetites so Id get & chance 
to eat once. We've had,chicken three days now and all I-have had was 
the neck. (AMY ENTERS R U. GRYING) Gosh, amy, whet's the matter? 


AMY 
Oh, my cousin told me that I'd never learn to do anything right. I[--Im 
so tired of it ull. I just can't seem to please her. She said éf I | 
didn't learn something soon I wouldn't get to go to the city. I don't — 
care if i don't get to go these, ! 


TaD 
(4NTGRS R.) Oh, amy, there you are. I've been trying to eateh up with 
you. I want to tell you not to feel offendedat what Teura said. She's - 
a little out Of humor today, and so i ll give you your grammar lesson 
myself. (LAURA ENTERS R.)} 


(PLEASED) Oh will you: I'd much rather you'd learn me than her. 

LaU Ra 
Oh so you would? Well, I shail attend to your education, myself. Wo 
doubt Mi. Oren would enjoy teaching you so thet he might hola your hand. 


a 


TED 


Sale Leura, what do you mean by such an unkinds tatement? 


tl 


LAU Ra 
I've watched you two together this past week, and [ think your conduct — 
is guite unbeconing--especially considering the fact that you are engage 
to me. Of coursé Pr»you fancy this country girl to me--well-- (STaRTS 


v TO SCRATCH) 


. POBY 
Weat's the matter --have you still got the itech? It's 4 funny thing 
ever Since you been here you've been scratching. 


£ 


LaURa 
How dare you? I don't scratch. (Ga7S BITE aND SCRATOHES IT. THUNJGIVES 
TOBY a DIRTY LOG) | | 





TOBY a | 

(LAUGHS) No you don't seratch--not much! (IO0OZ)S What's that on your me 
at's a fdeckle! | “oe 

a as 7 3 Tal 

pa ea 


what's the’ £: inet me I ever saw one ongmld | <i 


2.3 


Lal | 
Toby, thet's enough of your durn fool talk. Come on, lla, let'S mexe  ’ 
dinner. I'm hungry. : 


Mi 





ch J” le 







= 
| TED | ] 
| Gee so am I. This country air Pe one an appetite, 
| TOBY 
Deggone i can see where i aint gonna gst nothin’ to eat again. You folks 
all got appetites like horses. 
Lia 
Well, folks, dinner is allready to serve. Just get yourselves washed and 
set down I'll bring it in. There's a pan end water 611 elean out on a 
| back porch. (EXITS WIDTH LEM) Let's hurry I'm hungry myself. 
| AMY 
Yes, I'm hungry too! Come on, Ted---(TAKES HIS HAND) 
LAURA | 
Oh, Ye@'s not going with you. My dear girl, you should be intormed once 
| - more that it isn't proper to have anything to do with & man who is engagéé 
Well, Ted, gays he isn't engaged to you: and if he eint why I want him 
| 'ceuse he's just the kind of a man I've always dreamed havin, 
| LAURA 2 
} What! (UO Dad) Did you say something like that to har? 
®BD 7 | 
Well, Laura, we were not exactly engaged. You know that. Our sngagemen 
r= fas just one of those arragged affairs, but I had never told you that I 
BR loved you. | 
AMY 
Well, tell her now that you don't love her, Jed and tell me that you do ~ 
; “Love_me: | 
TED * 


Yes, i do love you, amy, and [ wend wo for my wife. Come on let 's set 
_weshed for dinner. fTHSY I? L.) ~ BO Wan, 


“Wella of ell the--- 
‘ Pat 2OBY 
; Boy that's lettin’ you down « notch or two aint it? 
. : ; . ' 


Oh you country hick, how would you like to go scratch your cows? 


TOBY 
Fine! How would you like to go scratch your fl eas kd BaZS igic You wouldn' 3 
sleep wise. ee dog so now you 're payin' for it, cause my 208 left his - 





i] eas OB. 2 i@ bed you sleep on, . 
| cass vs aA : Lau Ra | 
lierey! D er tO tell me that I've really got fleas? Oh what Wile 5 


Li pps J beast bea got to tell me =" to : ead 
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u Ss TOBY | 7 

a Well, I know what my dog does? ~ ae 

a LAURE 

& What does he do? 

. TOBY 

’ H6 scratches them just like this. (DOG BUS SHE HXITS DISGUSTHD) Oh boy! 
this is mae fun then « picnie. I'm sure glad Amy got that guy away fro 
her too, Well, I guess I'll wash for dinner, gosh I'm hungry. Believe 

‘E mé I've got to think of some wy to make them folks lose their appetites 

) so that I cen get something besides the neck of that durn chicken, ( #XIT) 

; I 2K Is 3K OK 2K As NUMBER THRES 2s 2k OK IK 3K AK 

“ oe Ak AK 2 82k 
(ENTERS IPH SOUB DISHES) Well cane on, FOlks dinner ig already to be 
served! (BUS. OF FIXING TaBL#) (2OBY ENTERS AND SITS DOWN) Toby get up 
fron that teble and wait until the folks get seated. 

: : TOBY , 

. Gosh, Ma, I'm hungry! (aS TED ENTERS) Hurry up lets eat. 

" (UNDERS L. WTH AMY)all right, Toby. I agree with you Tia 2 hungry. 

ol AMY ~ 7% ae 

: I've got a good appetite too only I'm sorry thet my cousin &8 so angry 

- With me, I don't know why she doesn't like me. ghe never did. 

| s ? aes — 

Don't let it worry your pretty little head, amy. after dinner, ['ve got 

nS sousthing to show you. It's & letter from---Colonel Dbdge. I just got 
it todey. it is souething very important concerning you, Amy. But I 
shan't tell you until after we have had dinner. 

=. (uNTERS L. WITH LAURA) Nowe aie right in Ma ‘am and sit dow, I'll 

_ attend to that boy of mine and give him a good trounecing if you say go. 


liom, this woman tells me that Poby said she had fleas. jhat have yougot 
ie to say about ite | 

Well, don't blame me. She didn't get ‘em from me. I sint bean Sleepin — 
with her, She wouldn't sleep with my dog and he always kee» all the | 


fleas om him when he's in bed, and when he leave shwy the fleas Stay 
inoped ~~ —— 


foby, I ought to make you Stay away from the table and not eat for the | 
Way you've been cutting up. Well, let's sit down folks. Miss Dodge, 
I'll try and do sonething about your fleas after dinner. 





‘ Lau Ra 
Oh I was never so embarrassed and miserable in my life! oh! (GETS BITE 
ON PRat)Om those terrible fleas! 


TOBY | | mon 
I'm & good fellow ma'am, I'liscritch it for you! (STARTS 
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(TOBY REacHES FOR FOOD) SHE SLAPS HIM) Toby weit. We heven't . 
blessing yet. Just for that you may offer up @ blessing. Bow yours 
head. (TH#Y ALL BOW THRIR HEADS)Go ahead Toby say a blessi ng. 


| T OBY 
Oh all right, Ashes to shes and dust to dusst 

I hope I get more to eat than a lossy bread crust.. 
Now let's eat. (RACHES sGAIN) 


‘ Dai 
(SLAPS HIS FINGERS WITH KNIFH) Wait till the rest of the folks have 


been served! let's have some chicken liother. Pass it this way. 


TOBY 
Oh all right, I didn’t want no chicken any way . I seen the chicken 
get it’s head cut off, and the bld gooey blood made me sick, Besséés 
I don't think that chicken was very well. It might have had maggots 
an it. 


LiaAMT # | 
(Ga2S SICK) Oh, Toby, you've Ss poiled my appetite talking like that. 
such talk at the table. Now I won't be able to eat any chicken. 
; SBAURA 
{ either: Oh mercy. 


TOBY 
Gosh don't none of you want mo chicken? (HEY ALL BHak s THEIR HaDs) 
Well, I hate to see anything like that go tO waste, so [ guess I'll eat 
it. (TAKES CHICKEN OVER 10 HIS SID) 


LEM 
Now, TOby, hush you're durn talk at the table after this. You've 
Spoiled my dinner. Me, pass me sane of them beats. I'll eat them. 


AMY 
Yes, I'll take some of those too, 
TOBY | 
Gosh, I'd like to eat some of 'em too, but beats always reminded me of 


fresh blood---sorta like you'd cut Sausbody's head off and they was 
ell covered with Dheed. — | : 


I(GHTS sICcy) 


Consarn ye Toby, hush that talk at the table. I can't eat no beats 
how. (PaSSHS BEATS ARQUND NOBODY TAKES THEM. THEY ALL LOOK SICK) Pass 
me theDoeabsDIDIPILISJPIAII DI Some cream gravy. i > 

TOBY 


Oreem gravy! Oh boy that's what I like too. (BLOWS NOSE WMH HaND) 


r toby 
. 









TOBY | 
Shugks it looks like that cream gravy you're about to take. Sinn ay J 


(GEPSSEG@Z) Oh! Toby, I'm gonna beat you within am inch of your hide--- 
Now IT can 't est no gravy. (PASSES IT AROUND) (THEY aLL REFUSE iT) 


“ 
1 
_ ie. ee 


TOBY 
(FILIS PLATS i ZH GRAVY) Gosh, you folks don't seem to have no appetite 


| at all. - 


MaMT # . | 
Well, Toby, if you don't quit talking about such unappetitzing things at 
the table we won't be able to eat. Now, folks, don't pay attention +o 
Toby--he's not just plum right. (PassaS Plata TO TED) Won't you have 
some brains? 


TED 
(SMILING) Yes, I think I need ‘em.(TaKeS SOM ON HIS PLaTu) deteagane) 


TOBY | 
I'd eat some too, but I can't hardly go ‘em no more---sinee that time I 
sean Gi Perkins cow that got hit by a train end her guts was all over the 
| gow catcher, and trey looked just like hog brains. and--(THEY ALL GE 
| SICK aND PASS PLATS AROUND AND IT COMsS TO TOBY) My goodness don't no 
| body want any brains? 


Lal 
That's the em! Ma, I'm gonna have to tan his hidee ie spoiled my whole 
meal. Dad burn heathen kid any way. 
as one es oe ee Tt in oe 


ae 


Lab RA 
I thine it's disgraceful! Ekd@ledetkGadkGk He is a perfect idiot. 





a fesy: 
Well, we can't all be perfect? 
q | MAMIE 
f Moby, msh up! Folks, I'm sorry ebout this. I cooked such & good diner 
today. Well, maybe some of you would like sm me lemmanade. (POURS GLASSE 
AND Glyas IT 1 TED AND Li) I hope Toby can't ind anything to say soubt 
its —_ a 


be 


=~ 


TaD 
Here too. Beceuse this is good lehondade. (DRINS) 


TOBY 
It ought to be. I put my foot im it. (Lali aND TED SPIT LMlONaADE OUT) 
(IBM STARTS FOR TOBY RUNS) Now, Pa, you leave me alone. I didn't do 
. nothinge 


- LavRaA 

| (RISING) Oh this is more tmn I can stand. I'm going bea to the city. 
ff -[ don't cara what my father says. I wouldn't stey here und try to teach 
- this ignorant girl a thing. 


TED ‘ 
f - Wow, you have no right to talk that way to amy. It is not her fault, 
cy : Taura. ae 


book y ou away from me, 
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"TF ee n 
Why what do you mean? . : 


> : 
LaURA 
You may as well «now it now as ever. Your father was not married to 


| your mother when you were born. That is why the records of your parentage 
, nave been so shady. In plain words you B*® the illegitiwatechild of my 
father. and he in his old age tes grown repentent and waats you brought 

| to his home to enjoy sone of nis wealth. But I shall never recognize you 


as any kin to mé. T tate you and I always shall. 


TED 
Don't! Taura, can't you see t+ mt you are breaking her heart? 


em? Why should I have to share anything with her. $ he 


Well, what if I 
snd all that he would give 


doesn't deserve half of ny father's fortune 
her. She ig nothing but-- 


THD 
Teure, I must demand that 
is a letter which I have jus 
please don't cry. ou remember I told you that 
after dinner. Well, now Il must tell y We 


you stop and listen to what I have to sey. Here 
+ recieved from your father --snG-aise- Amy, 

T hai something jimoortent 
In this Letter Colonel 


; 


gor you 
Dodge writes xe that he is upon his death bed am-- 
: TAURA A 
What my fet ber dying? gee 
TED 


ked me to break this news to youe laura you are no t 


Yes, end he has as 
ghter as you have always thought. sly is the rightful 


his legitimate aau 
heir to his money. 


Ly 


| Lau Ra 
Why how can you say that? 


TED 
your ¢ather confesses it himself. He writes, "Deur Ted, 1 em asking you 
to be gnetle in preaking this sturtling confession to Hy agaguther, Laura. 
But I was not legally married to her mther, and ave not been 411 of 
these years. Amy I was marti ed to Amy's mother, ,Gudkébextaacaudy 
anothekdmandk bu t when amy Was & very little baby I ren away like a wild 
eur end left her mother. Years later I decided to marry pd@itd eo &a Kdind k 
another wman but could find no trace of my real wife so that I might 
, obtain a divorcGe — Never-the-less I commited bigamy and married Taura's 
> mother, and i have lived repsected and honored in my community. But now. 
that death is closing in upon me, I must make my heart iree py contession. 


Amy is my legitimate daughter. Good hslp mee 





TOBY 


(90 LEUBA) Now, by gosh, you got let down another noteh didn't you gal. 


When you first come here you had a father and you was engaged. Now you 

aint got no man, and you aint got no real pape--first thing we know we'll 

find out that you weren t even born, | 
o A . 


Se ED 
Well, Aly, what do you think bkkek now? 
. A < 
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I forgive you for the mean things that you said, and i LOVE you 
I'm sorry ror you. Please don t take it so han. = 


MAMI x st 
The poor girl this is a terrible shock to any one. We all feel mighty 
sorry for you. But we're happy for Amy's sake. 


Lill 
Ye s indeed---we know that you heart is full of sorrow-- And your head is 


. POBY 
Is full of Deas: 


ar), 


Lill 
That's the end. foby, to the woodshed for you. (TAXES HIM QUT. BUS? 
WHIPPING HIM. TOBY BNTURS HOLDING HIS PaNTS) Well, folks, now thet ['ve 
done my family duty let's all join in and celebrate amy's good fortune. 
I suppose you will be leaving the fam now for good? 


ally 
Wo, Ted and I are going to buy a farm of mr own am stey right here. 


aren't we Ted? Oh there is only one thing now thet would make me happy 
and that is for Leura to say that she will live with us too, Will you? 


LauURa 


Yes, if you will forgive me for the way I] have acted, 


AMY 
IT do a thosand times. Oh now I am happy. At lest I know who [ really 
am. I know that I've got a sister, and that I've got a father. I['m so 
happy I cold sing. That's how i feeli. 


TOBY 
Well, that aint how I feel. 


AMY 
Toby, how do you feel 


TOBY 
I feel like hell! (HOLDS Pals) 


weer? 7 IS 6 ae ee 





